
 

 

Head’s January Newsletter 

Friday 18th January, 2019 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

May I wish you all a Happy New Year and I hope that you had a good Christmas.  Christmas can bring its 

own pressures but I hope that you were able to spend time with the people that are dear to you and 

celebrate the birth of Christ. 

We have what seems like a short term ahead of us after the long Autumn term.  It was a busy end to the 

term with Year 11 doing their mock exams and all the Christmas events.  Those who came to the Winter 

Wonderland enjoyed curling with the English Curling Association coaching team and ice skating on the 

front drive!  We were proud to lead the Mayor of Chorley’s Christmas by Candlelight celebrations at Astley 

Hall as a South Ribble School! 

Extreme Weather Conditions 

So far we have had very mild weather for winter, but no doubt the cold weather is on the way…  Should we 

have heavy snow, keep an eye on the website for news.  We will also send emails to update you of any 

closure.  Snow closure is highly unlikely unless staff travelling from further afield are not able to get in and 

we do not have enough staff to ensure that pupils are adequately supervised. 

 

Increase Your Hope in the New Year 

I have attached a prayer guide for the New Year.  It is a programme of 15 days with prayer, reflection and 

some selected passages from the Bible which I hope you will find bring you some hope and inspiration. 

 

New Year Resolutions 

I have spoken to a few students now who have told me that they are reducing the amount of meat that 

they are going to eat in the New Year.  Some have said that they will eat meat only once a week.  Some 

have said that they will not eat red meat or are becoming pescatarian.  I am impressed by this choice of 

action.  A study published this week shows that in terms of reducing carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 

gasses as well as enabling the globe to provide sustainable food production and help with biodiversity, 

reducing meat consumption is the single most important thing that we can do. 

I wonder if reducing meat consumption is something that you might consider in your families for the New 

Year?  I am vegetarian at home, but I am going to try to reduce my meat eating when dining out. 



Supporting Our Good Parenting 

Local communities in Leyland, Buckshaw and other areas have been finding that there are increasing issues 

with anti-social behaviour from some young people who are out on the streets in the evenings and 

sometimes into the early hours. 

As you know, the aim of education at Balshaw’s is: “to develop students of faith and no faith who reflect 

Christ’s love within the wider community.”  We are only able to do this with the strong home-school 

support and communication that we enjoy with the majority of parents.  Over the course of a year 

students spend 14% of their time in school, the remaining 86% is shaped by the influence and values of 

their parents. 

It is a shame that a minority of young people are allowed to wander the streets with no purpose in the 

evenings.  Nothing good can come of walking around in groups with no purpose and inevitably these young 

people get into trouble and cause issues for the community. 

We are fortunate that parents at Balshaw’s support their children in a wide range of school sports and a 

huge range of out of school activities.  Just some of the things that I know that parents support their 

children to do are: 

Dance, cheerleading, gymnastics, football, netball, drama groups, cadet force, choirs, music lessons, 

athletics, rugby, tae-kwondo, karate, reading clubs, art groups, yoga, swimming, archery, cooking 

classes, youth groups, voluntary work, supporting elderly people to live in their home. 

It is a shame that not all young people are provided with structures or routines. 

I know from speaking to parents that they are increasingly concerned when they see young people 

wandering the streets.  Often this is aimless and harmless, but too often they find themselves causing 

trouble, or being a malevolent presence which threatens others. 

Assemblies to support and reinforce what you do:  

We are going to conduct some assemblies to support you as parents as we know that young people will try 

to say that no-one else has to do this, or it’s not fair.  We will be explaining to our students that they are 

fortunate to have parents who are doing the right thing. 

So you know what we will be saying to them I have outlined some of our early thoughts below.  We will be 

explaining that although young people may not always like it, good parents will be asking the following 

questions of their children to ensure their safety and wellbeing: 

 Your whereabouts should be known to parents at all times 

Parents will take you and collect you from where you are going.  Parents will check that the thing that you have said you 

are going to be doing is actually happening.  You will be expected to be available on the phone at all times and have a 

location sharing app on your phone so that parents can see where you are and where you have been – there are plenty 

of free apps – Google Maps for example. 

 Your parents will know who you are with 
If you are at a friend’s house, expect your parents to phone your friend’s parents to check your arrival and departure 

times.  Do your parents know your friend’s family?  If not, expect them to want to meet.  Will your friend’s parents be in 

the home when you are at the house? 

 What time have you agreed that you will be back home if you are not being collected? 
What are the consequences if you are not back when you say that you will be? 



 What are the expectations for what you should do to enjoy privileges? 

You will have an agreed amount of time that you should spend on homework and revision each night.  What ground 

rules do you have for screen time?  What roles do you have to fulfil in completing some of the household chores? 

 Your phone is likely to be paid for and owned by your parents and they will check it and install 

software as they see appropriate. 

 The money that you are given is given at the discretion of your parents and it is reasonable for 

them to expect to know how it has been spent. 

As a bottom line, any child who says they are going out, but is not going out for a purpose other than to ‘be 

out’ could place children in the company of others who may be undesirable and may put pressure on their 

peers to engage in negative behaviours. 

We hope that this will empower you and that you know that all of our students will all have been given the 

same message.  Students need to respect that good parenting is for their wellbeing and to ensure the best 

personal development for them as young people. 

Free GCSE English and Maths Courses for adults and parents: 

At the end of this newsletter you will find details of how to enrol in free GCSE English and Maths courses 

for adults.  So if you are being held back in your career because you didn’t get the grade you need in 

English or Maths, or you would be able to support your child’s learning in this subject more, please look 

into this. 

Opportunities at Balshaw’s 

School is planning to upgrade the site facilities for the catering team and also provide WC facilities for 

evening lettings. If any building company is interested in bidding for the works, the tender documents are 

available on the school website. Submissions should be made directly to Bramley-Pate & Partners, and the 

deadline is Wednesday 30th January at noon. 

As ever, if you are interested in a career at Balshaw’s all positions at the school are advertised on our 

website in the Vacancies section. 

And finally… 

We are lucky at Balshaw’s that parents cherish the strong values and ethos that we seek to instil in our 

young people and that the warmth and sense of community within the school is something that other 

schools could only hope for.  At the start of this New Year, I would like to thank you for your continuing 

support for the tradition and values that have made Balshaw’s the school of choice in Leyland since 1782!  

 

Yours faithfully, 

Mr Steven Haycocks 

HEADTEACHER 

  (Right): Please note our Careers 

event on Thursday 28th February.  

Parents and students from all 

years are welcome to attend. 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


