
 

 

Head’s March Newsletter 

Tuesday 12th March, 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope this newsletter finds you well.  It is a short newsletter just to keep you updated with a few items of 

information.  Also I have attached a booklet with a 40 day Lent devotional with reflections, scripture and 

prayer.  It is good to look at this on an electronic device as the reflections are links that take you to webpages 

with interesting ideas to develop your thinking about the journey we take towards Easter.  I hope that you 

find it helpful. 

Lenten Charity Weeks 

We are now into the season of Lent and we are preparing for our Lenten Charity Fortnight.  Every year each 

house chooses at least one charity to support through fundraising activity.  These are often charities that are 

close to the hearts of our students because they are local or have some personal link to them. 

We have raised tens of thousands of pounds in recent years for charities such as Derian House, St Catherine’s 

Hospice, Lacey and Tyler Fund, Make A Wish Foundation, Heartbeat and many more.  This is as well as the 

contributions that you and your children have made to local foodbanks, the creation of shoebox gifts and 

hampers for the elderly at Harvest. 

The Houses will announce shortly which charities they will be raising money for.  I would like to thank you 

for your continued generosity and look forward to seeing what our final total is for charity for 2019. 

Air Pollution 

No – I’m not talking about the Chorley Stink 

Bomb (unpleasant as that was!).  South Ribble 

Borough Council are getting behind the 

campaign for cleaner air by tackling the issuey of 

engine idling when waiting in your car.  They are 

soon going to start enforcing £20 fines for 

people idling their car engines – schools will be 

a key target for this.  Their letter is below.  It is 

incredible to note that a running engine in a 

parked car creates 20 times more pollution that 

when it is moving! 

 



Tree Planting 

We are delighted to have been given over 100 trees by the Woodland Trust for us to plant around the school 

grounds.  Our Eco-School Group and our Gardening Club will be involved with this and we may ask if parents 

would like to be involved…   

Knife Crime and Gang Culture 

In my last newsletter (available on the website and in your inbox) I wrote about how we would support 

strong parenting in school by explaining to our students what this looks like.  One of the things that I said 

was that: 

As a bottom line, any child who says they are going out, but is not going out for a purpose other than to ‘be 

out’ could place children in the company of others who may be undesirable and may put pressure on their 

peers to engage in negative behaviours. 

Unfortunately we see this continue to happen.  A number of our students have been assaulted when 

wandering the streets at night in groups by other groups in gang-like retribution.  Last week saw the assault 

outside Runshaw College which was covered on the news.  My fear is that at some point this could happen 

to one of our students.  Once again, I would reiterate to you that letting your child just ‘go out’ is not a good 

idea.  Purposeless wandering the streets of Leyland, Buckshaw or other area leads to trouble.  I hope that I 

am wrong, but I have a genuine sense of fear for some of our students.  Ensure that when your child goes 

out they have a purpose such as a visit to the cinema, a sporting activity, a group such as cadets etc. and that 

you know fully where they are and not just where they say they are! 

And finally… 

As you will have seen from the Performance Data published on the Department of Education website, 

Balshaw’s is again the best school in Leyland, one of the best in South Ribble, and when you remove 

schools that are selective by academic ability or church attendance, Balshaw’s is one of the best schools in 

Lancashire. 

Once again we are oversubscribed when school places were published at the start of this month.  As 

always, I believe that is down to the Christian values and ethos that lie behind all we do at Balshaw’s.  I 

would like to thank you for your continuing support for the tradition and values that have made Balshaw’s 

the school of choice in Leyland since 1782. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 

 

 

 

 

https://www.balshaws.org.uk/files/Head-s_Newsletter_12_Jan_2019.pdf


 

Letter from School on Behalf of South Ribble Borough Council. 

 

The health of you and your child is of utmost importance to me. Air quality in and around the school 

grounds must therefore be the best it can possibly be. 

The Royal College of Physicians estimates that over 40,000 premature deaths a year in the UK are linked 

to air pollution, with engine idling contributing to this. Recently the death of 9 year old Ella Kissi-Debrah 

directly linked to air pollution has highlighted the devastating impact air pollution can have, particularly on 

our children. 

However, we can easily put a stop to this. 

For this reason, we are working closely with South Ribble Borough Council’s Environmental Health 

Department to tackle the phenomenon known as ‘idling’ – in other words, sitting in a stationary car with 

the engine running. 

The Road Traffic (Vehicle Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) (England) Regulations 2002, defines ‘stationary idling’ 

as an offence, and requires engines of vehicles to be switched off when stationary, except when due to 

traffic conditions.  

Leaving your engine running when parked can create 20 times more pollution than when moving and all the 

fumes are concentrated into a small area. 

As such, idling for 10 minutes on every school day equates to 1,520m³ of excess fumes a year, which is 

enough to fill two Jumbo Jets.  

Therefore, I am urging all parents that drive to school and park outside while waiting to collect their 

children: Please switch off your engines. 

South Ribble Borough Council will soon start performing spot-checks, with warnings being issued and 

eventually, £20 on the spot fines. We hope that if you don’t already turn off your engine when waiting you 

will start so as to avoid any financial penalties. 

Thank you for your support. 


