
 

 

 

Headteacher’s Newsletter No 2 
November 2014 
 
Dear <<Name of Parent/Carer>> 
 
I would like to thank you all for the very warm welcome which I have received from you all last half term.  I 
would also like to thank parents for their support in ensuring that our uniform standards are being met, 
especially with regard to shoe types and the length of girls’ skirts.  We had a really busy half term, packed 
with events: from the year 7 disco, helicopter landings, Children in Need Talent Show, Macmillan Cake 
Sale, Jeans for Genes, sporting successes, Quiz Night and our Open Evening to name but a few.  In fact, we 
had over 670 students and their families visit on our Open Night! 
 
As you might expect in the run up to Christmas, this term will be even busier with something for everyone.  
There is a lot to cover in this newsletter, so here we go… 

 
Balshaw’s Association 100 Club 
There are still untaken places within the Balshaw’s Association 100 Club.  Every 
month a winner is drawn from the membership list with the chance to win £??.  So 
far this academic year £??? has been won by members, but you have to be in it to 
win it.  As there is only half of the year left you can buy you membership for the 
next ? draws for the reduced price of £??. 

IMPORTANT NEWS ABOUT FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS HOME… 
 
From January onwards all future communications to parents from Balshaw’s will be sent via email.  In 
addition to this we will also send text messages on occasions with important reminders such as school 
closure, reports sent home, parents’ evening reminders and so on.  
 
Printing mailings, such as this one, costs both the environment and the finances of the school; finances 
which are better spent on improving resources for your sons and daughters.  There is also no way of 
knowing whether or not these letters reach you, or if they simply turn into a soggy mass at the bottom 
of a school bag! 
 
In order for us to do this it is vital that you register with ParentMail.  To do this you will need to use your 
verification code: 
 

Your unique ParentMail Verification Code:  <<Verification Code Here>> 

 
You will be guided through the registration process here:  https://www.parentmail2.co.uk/register  
 
So from January onwards you will see immediately if you have an email from school if you check your 
emails on a smartphone or tablet device, otherwise simply check your emails as normal. 
 

REGISTER YOUR ACCOUNT WITH PARENT MAIL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, PLEASE 

https://www.parentmail2.co.uk/register


 
Monies raised by the Balshaw’s Association have helped to buy the school minibus, finance the 3G 
Astroturf pitch and currently the Association are considering funding the redevelopment of the changing 
room facilities or funding the installation of screens and projectors into our three assembly spaces so that 
students are able to enjoy more interactive assemblies and presentations. 
 
Quiz Night – Saturday 22nd November, 7.30pm 
I took part in my first Balshaw’s Quiz Night last term and it was a great night.  Get together a team, bring 
along your own food/wine/beer, get a table and enter the quiz!  It’s a really fun night, so bring family or 
friends (they don’t have to be linked to Balshaw’s) and take part in the fun.  Pit your wits against other 
families or take on the challenge from staff teams.  With raffle and coin tossing game you’re bound to have 
a good evening! 
 
Maximum of 6 per team, £1.00 per team member. 
 
Bingo Evening – Thursday 4th December, 7.30pm 
Christmas is coming and many of you will be thinking of entertaining over the festive season.  The 
Balshaw’s Association Bingo night has become known as ‘Booze Bingo’ with hampers, wine and 
champagne to be won it’s a great way to have fun and stock up your supplies before Christmas!  Come 
along to support the evening. 
 

The Merchant of Venice – Tuesday 11th 
November, Charter Theatre, Preston 
The gifts and talents of our students 
continue to amaze me and a number of 
our students will be performing in The 
Merchant of Venice at Preston’s Charter 
Theatre as part of the Shakespeare 
Schools’ Festival.  You can book your 

tickets for this from the Charter Theatre website or at the box office. 
 
 
Speech Night 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming back our year 
11 leavers to present them with their GCSE certificates and 
prizes later this month.  We will also be welcoming back 
Michael Douglas, former Balshavian, as our guest of honour 
and speaker at Speech night this year.  As well as continuing to 
style the hair of many of our most glamourous and famous 
stars, Michael is increasingly on our screens as a One Show 
presenter and has his own television production company.  He 
was recently on Celebrity Pointless and will soon be appearing 
in a history series which he will present with Dan Snow. 
 
 
 
Christmas Concert – Tuesday 16th December, 7.00pm 
In the final week before we finish for Christmas all of our students will be taking part in a Carol Service at St 
Andrew’s Church – an occasion which I am very much looking forward to.  However, you will also have the 
chance to join us in our festive celebrations at our annual Christmas Concert.  Information about tickets for 
this event will be sent out later. 
 



Other events for your diary: 

 Year 10 Parents’ Evening:  Thursday 27th November 5.00 – 8.00pm 

 Bag-packing @ Morrisons, Leyland:  Friday 28th November 4.00 – 8.00pm 

 GCSE Music Performance Evening: Monday 8th December 6.30pm 

 Early closure on Friday 19th December:  2.00pm 
 
Examinations 
Official examinations are already taking place for a number of students.  Year 10 Btec students have sat an 
examination this week.  Year 11 students are preparing for their all-important mock examinations which 
take place before Christmas.  If you are a parent of a year 11 student, please help them to plan their 
revision and ensure that they have a quiet place to study and revise so that they can give of their best in 
the mock exams.  The timetable for the examinations is available on the school website. 
 
Results day for mock exams is Friday 9th January. 
 
 
The last word… 
I said it was a busy half term – and this is by no means all that is taking place this 
term!  Once again, it is parental support in the three-way partnership of parent-
student-school that enables many of these events to be successful.  I sincerely 
hope that you will be able to attend one of these events and I look forward to 
continuing the partnership that leads to such successful outcomes for our 
students. 
 
Despite the business of the term, let us not forget what it is that we are building 
towards: a celebration of the birth of Christ.  If you are looking to buy an Advent 
Calendar this Christmas then can I recommend The Real Advent Calendar which is 
available from Tesco at £4.00.  It contains Fairtrade Belgian Chocolate, a line from 
the Christmas story behind each window and a 32 page Christmas booklet. 
 
I would like to finish this newsletter with a prayer written by Robert Louis Stevenson: 
 

Loving Father, 
 
Help us remember the birth of Jesus, that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of 
the shepherds, and worship of the wise men. 
 
Close the door of hate and open the door of love all over the world. Let kindness come with every 
gift and good desires with every greeting. Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
 
May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy children, and Christmas evening bring us to 
our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. 
 
Amen 

 
As always, do contact school directly if you have any questions. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Mr Steve Haycocks 


