


About Operation Encompass
• Operation Encompass is a police and education early information sharing partnership 

enabling schools to offer immediate support for children and young people experiencing 
domestic abuse. Information is shared by the police with a school's trained Key Adult (DSL) 
prior to the start of the next school day after officers have attended a domestic abuse 
incident thus enabling appropriate support to be given, dependent upon the needs and 
wishes of the child.

• Children experiencing domestic abuse are negatively impacted by this exposure; domestic 
abuse has been identified as an Adverse Childhood Experience and can lead to emotional, 
physical and psychological harm. Operation Encompass aims to mitigate this harm by 
enabling immediate support, making a child's day better and giving them a better tomorrow.

• Operation Encompass believes that children are victims of domestic abuse in their own right 
and should be acknowledged as such.



Police Response

• Police attend incident of Domestic Abuse

• Record details of incident including details of all children present 
and the school they attend

• Where possible speak with all children separately

• Ensure immediate safeguarding is put into place

• Complete required ‘Investigation’ Report



Police Response

• Complete and send email to relevant school

• Details of Children and schools they attend

• Provide Risk Grading of Incident – High / Medium / Standard

• Complete brief summary of incident

• Includes has child witnessed or been involved in the incident. 



Role of the school

• Identifed key adults are responsible for checking the Encompass mailbox each day 
– This is the responsibility of Mrs Wilson, Mr Morgan and Mr Haycocks

• Key Adults will record information about the young person and store it securely, in 
line with GDPR requirements. All schools are expected to participate in Operation 
Encompass, including state and independent, academies and alternative education 
providers.

• School staff will give consideration to other children in the family and consider how 
many other Encompass notifications have been received about this child/ family?

• School staff will check the basic needs of the child – Is the child in school, do they 
have access to uniform, have they had some breakfast/  evening meal, has the child 
a safe place to return to?

• School staff will decide upon most appropriate level of support for the child
• Interventions will adhere to safeguarding policies & procedures, and any actions 

taken must be recorded on the child’s record. 



Impact of domestic abuse on children and young 
people

• difficulty learning and limited social skills

• exhibit violent, risky or delinquent behaviour

• suffer from low self-esteem and experience increased levels of anxiety, depression, anger and fear 

• aggressive and violent behaviours, including bullying 

• lack of conflict resolution skills 

• lack of empathy for others and poor peer relationships 

• poor school performance

• anti-social behaviour 

• pregnancy, alcohol and substance misuse 

• self-blame, hopelessness, shame and apathy

• post-traumatic stress disorder – symptoms such as hyper-vigilance, nightmares and intrusive 
thoughts – images of violence, insomnia, enuresis

• over protectiveness of the non-abusive parent and/or siblings



Impact of domestic abuse on parenting capacity. 

Exposure to physical, psychological and emotional abuse has profound negative effects on 
mental health which can result in:

• a loss of confidence;

• depression;

• feelings of degradation;

• problems with sleep;

• Isolation; and,

• increased use of medication and alcohol.  

These are factors that can restrict the parent’s capacity to meet the developmental needs of 
the child.


