
 

 

Head’s January Newsletter 

Tuesday 9th January, 2018 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Welcome back after the Christmas break.  I hope that you have had a good time with family and friends.  

Christmas can be a hard time as we remember people who are no longer with us and we reflect on changes 

that we might not have liked that have taken place over the previous year.  Nevertheless, each day we are 

given is a fresh opportunity to be the people we would like to be and I hope that 2018 will be a successful 

year for you all and especially for our students preparing for examinations. 

A thank you 

I would also like to thank you for all the contributions of drink and chocolate that were sent in for Christmas 

non-uniform day and all the items sent in for the Christmas hampers.  We have been able to provide a lot of 

support to the elderly, food banks and raise money for school by using items in the Christmas Bingo.  Your 

support of school is so important and it helps us to help our wider community. 

The Balshaw’s Association (PTA) who most recently supported the equipping of the school’s Fitness Suite, 

are now going to support some further projects which will enrich the opportunities for young people at the 

school and you will hear more of this soon.  We had some very enjoyable quiz nights and of course the 

Christmas bingo last term.  This term we have two more Quiz Nights: 

 Saturday 27th January 7.30pm 

 Saturday 24th February 7.30pm 

Of course the big date for your diary is this year’s Spring Fair on Saturday 12th May – more details to follow 

later in the year! 

 

The Year Ahead 

As you would hope, we have a busy year ahead of us.  We have the Battlefields Trip going out at the beginning 

of March and before that we have a number of students visiting Iceland in the next few weeks – hopefully 

conditions will be good for them to see the Aurora Borealis. 

On the subject of visits, we are probably due to have an Ofsted inspection at some point soon.  We look 

forward to the chance to showcase the excellent engagement and progress that our students make.  I would 

like to thank parents for the many positive comments that I have received about how pleased you are with 

the opportunities that students have at Balshaw’s, the confidence that they develop and the progress that 

they make.  Your feedback is always passed on to staff who really appreciate it. 



Our Year 11s are busy with their mock examinations as I type this newsletter.  Some will be away on the 

Iceland Trip when we have the Year 11 Parents’ Evening (Thursday 8th February 4.00 – 7.00pm), but parents 

should still attend even if their son/daughter cannot.  Feedback from the three science teachers who are 

supervising the trip will be provided to parents of Year 11 students in their class. 

The dates of remaining parents’ evenings are: 

 Year 8: Thursday 22nd February, 4.00 – 7.00pm 

 Year 9:  Thursday 8th March, 4.00 – 7.00pm 

The Balshaw’s Careers Fair will take place on Wednesday 28th February (4.00 – 8.00pm).  We are looking 

forward to this evening which we have organised with the Young Chamber of Commerce, supported by True 

Bearing plc.  This will be a great opportunity for you to come with your son/daughter to investigate 

apprenticeships around the area such as Leyland Motors, BAE systems, talk to staff from post-16 education 

establishments, learn more about career opportunities in finance, catering, law, the armed forces and many 

more.  We hope that this will be very helpful in supporting your child’s thinking about their future. 

BAE systems are also hosting an Apprentice Careers Event at Preston North End later this month and the 

details are in a flyer at the back of this letter. 

Free GCSE English and Maths Courses for Adults  

For those of you who are looking for a new challenge in 2018 who perhaps did not get the GCSE or O-level 

Maths and English that you would have liked when you were at school, there is a FREE course for adults that 

may interest you at Runshaw College.  It would certainly be very useful for any parents who would like to be 

in a better position to support their child’s learning in Maths or English.  They are running pre GCSE 

Functional Skills courses in English and Maths, starting early February, for adults who do not yet currently 

hold an A*-C/9-4 grade.  They are also running a range of other courses and I have included a flyer at the 

end of this letter if you might be interested in these courses. 

The Youth Zone, Chorley 

The Youth Zone in Chorley is due to 

open shortly.  This centre follows on 

from some hugely successful Youth 

Zones that have been opened in 

other areas and the Chorley Youth 

Zone looks set to be one of the 

most exciting projects for young 

people in the area that we have 

had. 

The centre has seen huge 

investment and is heavily 

funded for young people.  The 

aim is to offer 20 activities a 

night, some of which are: Enterprise and Employability, Arts and Media, Health and Well-being and Sports 

and Fitness facilities. All this for 50p a night! 



I know that a number of our students have signed up for membership already and if it is something that is 

of interest to your child, I advise getting in early.  You can view more information here: 

http://www.inspireyouthzone.org/   

It is a place giving young people: somewhere to go.  Something to do.  And someone to talk to. 

Let us know about the achievements of your child outside of school: 

We are always delighted to hear of our students achievements outside of school and like to celebrate them.  

For example, a group of boys in Year 11 have just gained their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Award which is a 

fantastic sign of their effort and commitment to improve themselves beyond their academic study and make 

a contribution to the community. 

If your child has achieved a grade exam in a musical instrument, a sporting qualification or achievement, 

please do let us know. 

Changes in English 

I am writing to you to let you know that Mr Purnell has moved on from Balshaw's just before Christmas.  The 

staffing of groups in English have been changed since Christmas as you may be aware.  We welcome Mrs L 

Dudley who will be working in the English department for the rest of this year.  Mr Duckworth is acting Head 

of English if you have any specific queries about English. 

Some Year 10 students are now studying different texts for their literature exam that are the specialisms of 

the teacher who will now take them to GCSE. 

Welcoming other new staff 

We also welcome Mrs R Dudley (yes – another Mrs Dudley!) to school this term who is teaching RE following 

Mrs Pate’s retirement.  We are also pleased to have  Mr S Harman, a former fire officer, assisting with site 

supervision. 

Illness 

This term is one when we see most illness affecting students.  Please send your son/daughter in to school as 

much as possible.  At the same time, if they are clearly running a fever, we don’t want to spread illness and 

in that case please keep them at home until the illness has passed.  Please will you also reinforce with your 

son/daughter that if they feel ill in school they are to report to the Pastoral Hub.  There were a couple of 

instances last term of students phoning a parent to collect them.  No mobile phone should be used in school 

and if this was the case, it would result in a sanction.  The school will phone parents is a student is so ill that 

they need to be collected. 

A warning from Public Health England about Measles 

All schools in Lancashire have received a letter from Public Health England about Measles outbreaks.  The 

message is below: 

There is an increase in measles in Liverpool and Leeds and some countries across Europe, affecting young 

unimmunised children. Measles is highly infectious. It can cause serious illness and can sometimes be fatal. 

Vaccination with 2 doses of MMR is the safest way to protect children and young people. 

http://www.inspireyouthzone.org/


The first MMR vaccine is given to toddlers at the age of 13 months and the second vaccine at around 3 years 

and 4 months before your child goes to school. MMR can be given to older children, teenagers and young adults 

if they missed their injections when they were younger. Contact your GP practice if your child needs an MMR 

vaccine. The vaccine is free. If you are not sure if your child needs an MMR vaccine, you can contact the GP 

practice to ask. 

Measles is not just a little kid’s problem. Teenagers, young adults and anyone who has missed their MMR 

vaccination can get measles. The first signs of measles are fever, cough, runny nose and red sore eyes. After a 

few days, a spotty rash will appear. It starts on the face and neck before spreading to the rest of the body. 

Public Health England Cumbria and Lancashire HPT Floor C Lancashire County Council P O Box 100 County Hall 

Preston PR1 0LD 

If you think your child has measles: 

 Ring your GP practice for advice 

 Please don’t turn up to the surgery, walk in centre or to accident and emergency without calling ahead. 

The doctor will make special arrangements to see your child so that if your child has got measles they 

won’t pass it on to others. 

 Keep people with symptoms of measles away from others to avoid spreading measles, and stay away 

from school, nursery or work for 5 days after the onset of rash. 

If you would like more information, see https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/  

 

Anyway – that’s it for now.  I do hope that this is going to be a good year for you and your family and the 

staff of Balshaw’s look forward to working with you over the rest of the year. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/


 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 


