
 

 

 

Thursday 21st September 

Dear Year 7 Parents/Carers 

Your son/daughter has now been with us for nearly three weeks – it’s hard to believe how quickly this time has gone.  

We have been very pleased that Year 7 have been so polite and well-mannered and they seem to have settled in 

well.  Students are enjoying the food in our school canteen, especially now that they all remember their pin numbers 

and the queues move quickly! 

As you will be aware, each student has a Form Tutor and Head of House. If there are any pastoral issues please 

contact your child’s Form Tutor in the first instance – an e-mail is probably the best approach as teaching staff rarely 

have the time to get to a telephone. Contact information for form tutors is shown below: 

Tutor Group Tutor Email 

CL1 Miss E Brown e.brown@balshaws.org.uk  

CL2 Mr M Davidson m.davidson@balshaws.org.uk  

CU1 Miss R Gore r.gore@balshaws.org.uk  

CU2 Mrs D Holden  d.holden@balshaws.org.uk  

FN1 Miss R Kimberley  r.kimberley@balshaws.org.uk    

FN2 Mrs B Jackson b.jackson@balshaws.org.uk  

WN1 Mrs F Rawson/Mrs D Howarth f.rawson@balshaws.org.uk  
d.howarth@balshaws.org.uk  

WN2 Mr D Blackburn d.blackburn@balshaws.org.uk  

 

We look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at our Year 7 Parents Coffee and Cake Evening on Thursday 

28th September 6.00 – 7.00pm.  Your son/daughter is welcome to attend this evening with you.  This evening will 

give you the opportunity to meet your child’s tutor, head of house, members of the pastoral support team and 

senior leaders. 

Year 7 students will be getting into the habit of filling in their homework diaries and your support in checking and 

signing diaries each week is appreciated – diaries can also be a useful way to make brief communications to your 

child’s form tutor. 

All of our students know the BALSHAWS behaviours for learning guidance which is the 

means through which we offer rewards and sanctions (see right).  You will be able to see 

what rewards and sanctions your son/daughter is receiving and also track their homework 

with a free app for your phone/tablet/PC. 

We hope that this information will help you to support your child’s learning and progress in 

school.  One of the biggest changes from primary to secondary is that parents don’t get to 

see their child’s class teacher at the end of each day.  The ClassCharts App will help staff to 

capture for parents not only the small positives that students do, such as always being 

prepared and focussed on their progress, but also low level disruptive behaviour which 

would not be enough to contact home about.  All of this information is now available to 

see in the Class Charts app (for example, repeated talking, being off task, not having the 

correct equipment etc.) 

Be your best 

Attitude 

Look after 

Stay safe 

High aspirations 

Attend 

Working together 

Smart 
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Please follow the instructions below to download and login to see updates on your child’s behaviour and homework. 

Mobile devices: 

From within the Apple AppStore or Google Play Store, download and install the ClassCharts Parents app (make sure 

it is not the Students or Teacher app!) Open the app and you will be presented with an account creation page. From 

the Sign Up tab enter your details and enter your parent code (this will be given to each student in a separate letter) 

in the Access code field. Please note: your Access Code is not the same as your password, the access code is only 

required for the initial setup.  

 

Website: 

Log onto http://www.classcharts.com/parent/login. Select the “I don’t have an account yet” option. Fill out the form 

and enter your parent code (given to each student in a separate letter) in the Access code field. Please note: your 

Access Code is not the same as your password, the access code is only required for the initial setup. 

 

You will be presented with a breakdown of behaviour and achievements within a customisable timeframe. Click the 

Calendar icon at the top to select a range of timeframes. You can also swipe along or click the Homework tab to see 

what homework has been set, the details and timeframe. 

 
We hope that this information will help you to support your child’s learning and progress in school.  It will help staff 

to capture for parents the small positives that students do that don’t always get rewarded for, but also the low level 

disruptive behaviour which would not be enough to contact home about, but which you will now be able to see in 

the Class Charts app (for example, repeated talking, being off task, not having the correct equipment etc.) 

You will soon find that there are lots of ways to get involved with activities at Balshaw’s and below are just a few key 

dates for your diary: 

 Balshaw’s PTFA (Parents, Teachers and Friends Association) meet on the first Wednesday of each month at 

7.30pm.  The Annual General Meeting is on Wednesday 4th October 

 Thursday 28th September  Year 7 Parents’ Coffee and Cake evening. 

 Saturday 30th September:  Quiz Night (7.00pm in the Hall) 

 Friday 6th October:   School is closed on (INSET day) 

 Thursday 9th November:  Year 7 Parent’s Evening 

 Friday 10th November:  Race Night at Fox Lane Social Club 

 Saturday 25th November:  Quiz Night (7.00pm in the Hall) 

 Wednesday 19th December:  School closes for Christmas at 1.00pm 

 Saturday 27th January:  Quiz Night (7.00pm in the Hall) 

 Saturday 24th February:  Quiz Night (7.00pm in the Hall) 

 W/b  Monday 18th June:  Year 7 examinations. 

Our aim, as always, is to create happy, successful students who will make a positive contribution to our community 

and society founded on the Christian principles which underpins school life at Balshaw’s. 

I have attached to this letter a copy of a booklet called “7 Days of Praying for Parents” which I hope you will find 

helpful and may wish to share with your child. 

Kind regards 

 

Mr Steven Haycocks 
HEADTEACHER 
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